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SUB J : NAMIBIA: OWAMBO CHIEF MINISTER ASSASSINATED 

1. CHIEF FILEMON ELIFAS, CHIEF MINISTER OF OWAMBO DIED 
IN HOSPITAL AUGUST 17 FROM GUNSHOT WOUNDS RECEIVED 
DURING ATTACK PREVIOUS EVENING BY UNKNOWN ASSASSINS. 
FOLLOWING DEATH, OWAMBO CABINET MET AND CHOSE MINISTER 
OF EDUCATION PASTOR CORNELIUS NDIOBA AS ACTING CHIEF 
MINISTERUNTIL OWAMBO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MEETS TO ELECT 
NEW LEADER. 

2. PASTOR NDJOBA ISSUED STATEMENT SAYING "SUPPORTERS OF 
ANARCHY" IN SWA WOULD BE ELIMINATED AND THOSE WHO WANTED 
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MISSIONER GENERAL FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF SWA, MR. JAN 
DE WET SAID, "CHIEF ELIFAS HAS BEEN THREATENED WITH DEATH 
CONTINUALLY BY SWAPO", WHICH THEREFORE WAS ONE OF PRIME 
SUSPECTS OF INVESTIGATION. SA MINISTER OF POLICE JIMMY 
KRUGER SAID NO EFFORT WOULD BE SPARED TO SOLVE MURDER. 

3. ACCORDING PRESS REPORTS, PRIME MINISTER VORSTER, WHO 
IS VISITING SOUTH AMERICA, ISSUED STATEMENT IN 
MONTEVIDEO, STATING THAT IF INVESTIGATION SHOWED "THAT 
THE ASSASSINATION IS THE WORK OF AN UNDERMINING ORGANIZA- 
TION, AND THAT ITS AIM WAS TO WRECK THE FORTHCOMING 
CONSTITUTIONAL TALKS, ACTION WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST THEM, 
WHOEVER THEY ARE AND REGARDLESS OF THE CONSEQUENCES." 
SOUTH AFRICAN AND SWA OFFICIALS HAVE EMPHASIZED THAT 
SITUATION IN OWAMBO UNDER CONTROL AND ASSASSINATION WILL 
NOT DELAY CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN 
WINDHOEK SEPTEMBER 1. 

4. JOHANNESBURG AFRIKAANS NEWSPAPER REPORTS THAT SWAPO 
CHAIRMAN DAVID MERORO SAID SWAPO NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ELIFAS' MURDER AND HAD NOTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO WITH IT. 

HE TOLD PAPER SWAPO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING TO DISCUSS 
MATTER AND SITUATION IN OWAMBO. 

5. COMMENT: ASSASSINATION OF ELIFAS UNLIKELY TO HAVE 
MUCH EFFECT ON POSITION OF OWAMBO GOVERNMENT IN 
CONSTITUTIONAL TALKS, OTHER THAN HARDENING ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS SWAPO. ACTING CHIEF MINISTER NDJOBA, MOST 
INFLUENTIAL MEMBER OF CABINET AND FORMERLY MAIN ADVISOR 
TO ELIFAS, IS STRONG SUPPORTER OF SAG POLICIES IN 
NAMIBIA. IF NDJOBA NOT CONFIRMED AS CHIEF MINISTER BY 
OWAMBO LEGISTATIVE ASSEMBLY, MOST LIKELY ALTERNATIVE IS 
OWAMBO MINISTER OF JUSTICE TITUS HEITA, WHO HAS BEEN 
EQUALLY SUPPORTIVE OF THESE POLICIES. 
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